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Synopsis
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14 year-old Dima is determined to help her 10-year-old neighbor Shadi heal from a sudden muteness that he suffers from since his mother passed away. The two set on a journey to Mar Elias Monastery on the way to Jerusalem in pursuit of an old magical prescription that Dima's grandmother recommended for healing mutism in children. But the real magic unfolds when Dima discovers the secret behind Shadi's muteness and mobilizes the children in the neighborhood to help him.

Director’s statement

Children comprise a large percentage of Palestinian society. A 2009 estimate puts the percentage of Palestinians under 18 years old at 50%. When considering this social reality and the representation of children in Palestinian cinema and audio visual productions today, it becomes very clear that children have not yet been given their due attention and fair representation.

Palestinian children today are largely limited to watching child heroes from Hollywood or other Arab productions which do not relate to their immediate surroundings. Moreover, children are not the intended audience in most Palestinian cinema productions even when these productions include child characters.

I decided to produce and direct Mute to represent Palestinian children as heroes in their own society and to address them as audience as well. Mute is influenced by the traditional Palestinian stories that I grew up listening to from my grandmother. It is a children empowering short film which sheds light on a child's right of protection and salutes children's earned rights of creative collective participation. The film is set in Bethlehem and Jerusalem and draws on Palestinian authentic legends. It is a story of Palestinian children and starring Palestinian children.
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Director’s Biography

Muayad Alayan is a young Palestinian filmmaker based in Jerusalem. He returned to Palestine in 2005 after completing his film production studies in San Francisco. His recent short film “Lesh Sabreen?” has been in the official selections of over 60 film festivals in 25 countries around the world since its 2009 premiere at Clermont-Ferrand Short Film Festival in France. The film was the winner of the Youth Jury’s Award for Best International Short Film at the Cork Film Festival in Ireland as well as honorary mentions at Cittadella del Corto Short Film Festival in Italy and Ismailia Short Film Festival in Egypt. 

Becides “Lesh Sabreen?”, Muayad’s film portfolio includes I-am-You-Are, Exiles in Jerusalem and others. 

Muayad is currently a film instructor at Dar Al Kalima College in Bethlehem teaching Cinematography and Lighting. He is the co-founder of Palcine Creative Arts Organization, a Palestine-based nonprofit organization focusing on advancing creative film and media production in Palestine. 
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Dima
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Shadi
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Shadi’s Father
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Dima’s Mother





TEREZ SABA 


Dima’s Grandmother





TARIQ ELAYYAN


Priest





JULIAN NISSAN  


School Boy





LORD SALMAN


School Girl
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